
 Bell Times 
 

Warning Bell   8:40  
CLASSES START  8:45 
1st Block   8:45-10:25  

Outside Recess  10:25-10:45  
Inside Lunch   10:45-11:05  
2nd Block   11:10-12:50  
Outside Recess  12:50-1:10 
Inside Lunch   1:10-1:30 

3rd Block   1:35-3:15 
DISMISSAL   3:15 

“Together, we empower all students to believe in themselves, to achieve, and to dream.” 
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SUPERVISION AT SCHOOL 
STARTS AT 8:20 a.m.  

Staff will be available to supervise students at this time. 

Mrs. Pegeen Keffer, Principal                                                                                                        Mrs. Sonja Bodnarchuk, Vice Principal 

Binaakwe-giizis                                                             October 1, 2019                                                                                  octobre    

J. W. Walker School Council 2019-2020 
 
Elections were held on Tuesday, September 17 
and the results are as follows: 
Chair: Steph Black 
Co-Chair:  Megan Pistilli 
Secretary/Treasurer: Tanya Wilson  
Principal: Pegeen Keffer 
Vice Principal: Sonja Bodnarchuk 
Teaching Rep: Nicole Renberg 
Non-Teaching Rep:  TBA 
Council Members: Jennifer Tkachyk, LaDawn 
Schmidt, Kendra Bodnar, Rebecca Barker, Helena 
Guertin, Dorian Chambers 

Greetings from Mrs. Keffer: 
 
"Initiative" is our focused Character Trait for the month of October.  Now that we 
have one month of school behind us, we have seen many of our students stepping 
up and demonstrating this trait.  We have Lunch monitors, Playground Helpers, 
Breakfast Program Team members and child care helpers at our School Council 
meetings.  Staff have organized themselves and volunteered their time to run extra-
curricular activities, clubs and upcoming events.  Initiative in leadership helps make 
our school a strong, vibrant and caring community where all feel welcome.  Thank 
you to all who are able to lend a hand! 

October’s Character Trait  -  Initiative 
I will recognize what needs to be 

done and do it,  without prompting from 
others.  Definition: the power or 
opportunity to act independently 

with a fresh approach 
before others do.   

Open House, Book Fair & Spaghetti Dinner  -  Tuesday, September 24 

Thank you to School Council for hosting the annu-
al Spaghetti Dinner!  Families enjoyed a delicious 
meal, met with their child’s teacher and shopped at 
the Book Fair.  Thank you to all staff that stayed to 
participate in the Open House. 



Before School Arrival and After School Departure 
 
Thank you to all parents and caregivers of students who are walking or 
using personal transportation (cars, bicycles, etc.) for ensuring that chil-
dren are arriving no earlier than 8:20 am and departing by 3:15 pm.  Your 
added efforts will ensure safety on the playground before and after 
school.  Again, thank you for your continued support. 

 Calendar of Events 
Fall Harvest for Ojibwe Students & Gr. 5 Oct. 3 
Fire Prevention Week   Oct. 6-12 
Cross Country Gr. 4-6 at Crossroads  Oct. 10 
Thanksgiving Day    Oct. 14 
PD Day (no school for students)  Oct. 21 
Picture Retakes    Oct. 23 
Halloween Activities   Oct. 31 
School Council Meeting at 6:30 pm  Nov. 5 
Remembrance Day Assembly  Nov. 11 
Progress Reports Sent Home  Nov. 13 
Parent/Teacher Interviews   Nov. 21 
PD Day (no school for students)  Nov. 22 
Christmas Celebrations   Dec. 10 
Christmas Break               Dec. 23—Jan. 5 

This newsletter is available in alternative formats upon request. 

Kiss’N Ride  
 
Please approach the school heading south on Keating Avenue.  Pull into 
the designated area and once your car has come to a complete stop, a 
staff member will be waiting to greet you and to ensure your child safely 
arrives or departs from school.  For further information, visit the Board’s 
website at www.rrdsb.com. 

No Citrus Fruit/No Peanuts & All Nut Products 
 

J. W. Walker School is a citrus fruit, nut and peanut
-restricted school due to severe allergies.  Please 
do not send citrus fruit, peanut butter or any other nut prod-
ucts to school with your child.  Check labels of all food items.  

End of Day Pick Up 
 

Occasionally students will need to be picked up at school before the end 
of the school day to attend appointments or events. In order to minimize 
interruptions in the classroom, we ask that whenever possible appoint-
ments be scheduled for after the school day and that end of day pick-
ups regularly access Kiss N’ Ride. 

Rainy River District Transportation 
Services Consortium 

Please visit our website for: 

• Bus Delays/
Cancellations 

• Policies/Procedures 

• First Rider Program 

• School Boundary Maps 

• Student Transportation 
Forms 

• FAQ’s 

Immunization Is Mandatory When In School!  
 
Immunizing children is one of the most important ways to promote their 
health. The Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA) is a law ensuring 
that all school students are immunized for the following diseases: Teta-
nus, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Polio, Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Varicella 
and Meningococcal Disease. 
Public Health Nurses review all students’ immunization records to make 
sure that everyone is up-to-date. Immunizations are provided through 
school clinics, health unit office appointments and physician offices. For 
more information contact your local health unit office. 

WHY IS REGULAR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE SO IMPORTANT? 
 

Students must attend school REGULARLY to achieve in the classroom. Parents who make regular school attendance a top prior-
ity help their children become dependable and responsible. 
 
The importance of being in school EVERY SCHOOL DAY applies to students at all grade levels. Children in the primary 
grades (JK through third) should set a pattern of regular attendance early in their school careers. The habit will carry 
over through high school and beyond. 

 
BEING ABSENT FROM SCHOOL HURTS THE STUDENT 

Data shows that students who do not attend school regularly achieve at a lower level than their classmates. Poor school attend-
ance is the most frequently identified symptom of the potential school dropout. The average absence rate of those stu-
dents who are “on track” to graduate with their classmates is 8 days or less during a whole school year. On the average, 
students who are absent 1 ½ days per month (15 days in a school year) or more ARE NOT on track to graduate with their class-
mates regardless of grade level. 
 

Make it a priority to ensure your children attend school every school day - their future depends on it! 

EQAO Results May-June 2019 Kindergarten/Grade 3 Buddies 
 
Every day three, Mrs. Easton's Grade 3 class has been joining up with 
Mrs. Gilbert's Kindergarten class to take part in different activities, and 
to demonstrate leadership and practice being positive role models. So 
far the students have enjoyed classroom yoga, sing-alongs and buddy 
reading together. 


